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Sitting across from the 27-year-old soldier at theCharlevoix library on a sum-mer day, observing his quicksmile and steady calmness, it issurprising to Hnd out that hewas nearly killed i
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Publisher’s note: As this storyappears in publication, TroyDrebenstedt is riding his bicyclefrom Sault Ste. Marie to theGulf of Mexico with his fatherBob Drebenstedt and hisyounger brother, Regan Dreben-stedt. %e adventure is to raiseawareness of the plight of dis-abled veterans.
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EAST JORDAN —
When grabbing the leashto take Fido for a walk inthe city of East Jordan, dogwalkers are advised to graba disposable bag, as well.An ordinance was intro-duced at the city commis-sion meeting on Aug. 3, toamend Section 6-36 of theCode of Ordinances. Sec-tion 6-36 addresses re
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Bench trial set for East Jordan elementary school teacher
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Save A Lot  - East Jordan

Charlevoix’s Andrew Potter
#12 shoots a three-pointer as
teammate Josh Hogan #43
battles for position against St.
Francis. 
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Rayder senior guard, Jenna
Way drives towards Gladiator
defender McKaely ludka #14
on her way to the hoop for a
basket. 

PHoTo By SCoTT RiCHARdS

PHoTo By SCoTT RiCHARdS

See

Pg. 5

On January 12th approxi-

mately 60 people attended a

City-wide Goal Setting Ses-

sion to share their visions,

goals, and challenges for

Boyne City.  

If  you care about Boyne’s

future but were unable to

participate on the 12th, you

still can.  From now through

noon on February 6th you

can take part in the survey.

You will be able to give input

on subject matters you feel

the City should focus on and

review and rank the chal-

lenges and opportunities

that were discussed during

the public meeting.  It’s

quick and easy to partici-

pate.  

The survey is available on-

line at

www.boynesurvey.com, or a

paper survey can be filled

out and returned.  The paper

survey is available at: Glens

Market; the Boyne District

Library, the Chamber of

Commerce, and City Hall.  

For questions or additional

information call City Hall at

231-582-0336 or email

bbrooks@boynecity.com.

Your thoughts matter!

Please share them with those

who are making the deci-

sions that will affect Boyne

City for years to come. 

There’s still
time to help
set Boyne
City’s Goals

B. J. Conley

CHARLEVOIX — The

Charlevoix County Commis-

sion on Aging director and

an advisory board member of

the COA appeared before the

board of  county commission-

ers on Jan. 25, and proposed

that they approve a millage

rate increase for the COA to

place on a ballot this year.

Jack Messer and Richard

Fish asked county commis-

sioners that they approve a

millage rate of  .7 of  a mill.

The millage rate for the last

10 years has been .4 of  a mill.

A residence with a taxable

value of  $100,000 pays $40, or

.4 of  a mill, for the COA

which is part of  the property

taxes. If  the commissioners

allow a proposal of  .7 of  a

mill and voters approve the

ballot proposal, the property

tax increase would be $70 per

year for the next five years.

At a presentation Messer

gave in October 2011, Messer

told county commissioners

that he has transferred funds

out of  savings to balance the

budget and has cut programs

and services because of  ris-

ing costs. The cuts include

elimination of  adult day

care, exercise classes, De-

mentia care, lawn and snow

services and a volunteer pro-

gram. He told commissioners

that even if  voters approved

a .7 millage, the cut programs

would not be reinstituted.

“If  we run out of  money

early in the year and our sav-

ings is broke, what happens

to our services? I have no

way to feed our seniors at the

centers. The federal dollars

are going down,” Messer

said.

But, Michelle Cronin, fi-

nance director for the re-

gional Area Agency on

Aging, a state agency, said

she forwarded $73,000 to the

Charlevoix County Commis-

The Charlevoix County Commission on Aging director,
Jack Messer, (at table, on left) and Advisory Board chair-
man, Richard Fish, (on right) request approval to place
on a ballot a proposal to increase the CoA’s millage at
the board of commissioners meeting on Jan. 25. County
commissioners plan to make a decision at the Feb. 8
public meeting. PHoTo By B. J. CoNley

Commission on Aging seeks an increase in millage

See Commission on Aging— 3A

Charlevoix Hotel hit by fire

B. J. Conley

CHARLEVOIX — Mixed among

the rubble that was the Charlevoix

Hotel are the memories of  owner,

John Connolly.

“It’s kind of  sad. I grew up in that

hotel,” Connolly, who now lives in

Flint, said.

Connolly, 74, said his parents

bought the hotel in 1946 and that the

building was more than 100-years-

old.

“We’ve never had a problem and

it’s been in the family for 66 years,”

he said. 

The Charlevoix Fire Department

was called at 3:50 a.m. on Saturday,

Jan. 28 on a report of  a fire at the

Charlevoix Hotel, 206 Antrim St.

Firefighters arrived to find flames

visible from the outside of  the build-

ing.  There was one tenant who had

to be rescued from a second-story

window. All other tenants (approxi-

mately 8 to 10) made it out safely on

their own. 

The 10-room hotel was not in-

The Charlevoix Hotel at 206 Antrim St. is a total loss from a fire that broke out during the early morning hours on Saturday,
Jan. 28. No one was hurt in the fire that started in a bathroom of the 10-room hotel.

More than 100-year-old building destroyed by early morning blaze on Saturday, Jan. 28

See Hotel Fire— 3A
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   HiGH: upper 30’s

loW: low 30’s

ThurSdaY

   HiGH: upper 30’s

loW: low 30’s

FridaY

   HiGH: Mid 30’s

loW: upper 20’s

SaTurdaY

   HiGH: Mid 30’s

loW: upper 20’s

SundaY

COUNTY
RECORDS
diSTRiCT CouRT
The following cases were recently

decided in the 90th District Court

for the County of Charlevoix:

Alexander Samuel Waha, 18,
Harbor Springs. Driving without li-
cense on person. Sentenced to
pay $200 in fines and costs.

Carrie Anne Gregware, 34,
East Jordan. Driving without li-
cense on person. Sentenced to
pay $200 in fines and costs.

ASSuMed NAMeS:
The following businesses re-
cently filed with the Charlevoix
County Clerk's office for an as-
sumed name for doing busi-
ness:

Clean It Up, 526 N. Lake St.,
#10, Boyne City by Bret Wilcox.

Trinity Energy Management,
11399 Boyne City Road, by
Matthew Berg.

Tremblay Vision Care PLLC,
10577 Alba Hwy., Elmira by Eliza-
beth Anne Tremblay.

NiNi’s Notions, 11550 Sequan-
ota Heights by Michellle M. John-
son.

Staying Social, 502 Maple St.,
East Jordan by Linda L. Cousino.

CHX COUNTY
SHERIFF’S DEPT.
January 23-29
911 Hang Up Call .....................5

Abandoned Vehicle...................1

Abuse .......................................0

Alarm ........................................4

Animal Complaint ...................20

Annoyance................................4

Assault......................................1

Assist Citizen ............................2

Assist Motorist..........................4

Assist Other Agency...............11

Attempt to Locate.....................1

Attempted Suicide....................2

Bank Alarm ...............................0

Boating Accident ......................0

Boating Violation ......................0

Breaking & Entering..................0

Car/Deer Accident ....................8

Citations Issued......................40

Civil Complaint .........................4

Criminal Sexual Conduct..........1

Death ........................................0

Disorderly Person .....................0

Disturbance ..............................0

DNR Complaint.........................1

Domestic Dispute .....................0

Driving Complaint .....................1

Fireworks Complaint.................0

Found Property.........................0

Fraud ........................................0

Health & Safety.........................0

Hit & Run ..................................0

Intoxicated Person ...................0

Juvenile ....................................0

Larceny.....................................3

Lockout.....................................5

Lost Property ............................0

Malicious Destruction of Property ..0

Mental Subject .........................0

Minor In Possession .................0

Miscellaneous Criminal.............0

Missing Person.........................0

Noise Complaint .......................1

Operating Under the Influence .0

Paper Service .........................18

Parking Violation.......................0

Personal Injury Accident...........1

Personal Protection Order ........0

Private Property Accident.........1

Property Check.........................5

Property Damage Accident ....17

Prowler .....................................0

Road Hazard.............................5

Snowmobile Accident...............2

Stalking.....................................0

Suspicious Situation.................8

Threat .......................................4

Traffic Stop .............................77

Trespassing ..............................1

Unknown Accident ...................0

Unlawful Driving Away of Automo-

bile ............................................0

Vehicle in the Ditch ...................3

Violation of Controlled Substance

Act ............................................1

record temps
day..........Avg. High........Avg. low................Record High..............Record low

2/2.............31°F...........16°F ..........49°F (1998) ........-7°F (1999)

2/3.............31°F...........16°F ..........51°F (1998) ......-16°F (1996)

2/4.............31°F...........15°F ..........49°F (2007) ......-36°F (1981)

2/5.............30°F...........15°F ..........50°F (2007) ........-2°F (1968)

2/6.............30°F...........15°F ..........50°F (2008) ......-12°F (1973)

2/7.............30°F...........15°F ..........52°F (2008) ......-12°F (1973)

2/8.............30°F...........15°F ..........49°F (2008) ......-17°F (1981)w
ea

th
er
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The Charlevoix County News is published weekly on Thursdays.

Subscription rate for local addresses is $35.00 per year.
Published by Michigan Media, Inc.,

PO Box 1914, Gaylord, Michigan 49734.
Periodicals postage permit number 7 pending at Gaylord, MI.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Charlevoix County News,
101 WATER STREET, BOyNE CITy, MI 49712

PO BOx 205, BOyNE CITy, MI 49712

distributed to Boyne City, east Jordan, Charlevoix,

Boyne Falls, Walloon lake, ellsworth and Atwood.
Available on News Stands: 75 cents a copy.

Subscriptions:
Local Home Delivery of the News: $35.00/year.

Out-of-County Delivery of the News: $55.00/year.
Local Home Delivery Plus On-Line Subscription: $45.00/year.

Out-of-County Delivery Plus On-Line Subscription: $65.00/year.

Deadline Monday Noon.

Place Classified ads on-line at

www.CharlevoixCountynews.com
20 cents/word, $2 minimum.
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2010-11 Amount  2011-12 Amount

Atlanta 1/30/2011......28.5    1/30/2012 ........21.4

Charlevoix 1/30/2011..... 63.6    1/30/2012 ........23.3

East Jordan 1/30/2011......73.8 1/30/2012 ........43.3

Gaylord 1/30/2011..... 74.8 1/30/2012 ........65.1

Mio 1/30/2011......22.6     1/30/2012 ....... 22.3

Onaway 1/30/2011......45.1    1/30/2012 ........33.8

Petoskey 1/30/2011......69.1   1/30/2012 ........41.3
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BestCrosswords.com - Puzzle #1 for January 30, 2012
 
Across 
1- Peek follower; 5- First 
name in country; 9- Island 
near Sicily; 14- Ages; 15- 
Jump on the ice; 16- 
Healing plants; 17- 
Burmese, Manx, and 
Scottish Fold; 18- Former 
French colony of north-
western Africa; 19- ___ 
Dame; 20- Distinguishing 
feature; 23- Giant Mel; 24- 
Golfer Ernie; 25- Marked 
down; 29- Final Four org.; 
31- Climber's challenge; 
34- Fable; 35- Knitting 
stitch; 36- Earth Day subj.; 
37- Cause light to pass 
through; 40- Farm prefix; 
41- Not fearful; 42- Water 
wheel; 43- Bruce ___ was 
a famous kung-fu movie 
star; 44- Beatty and 
Rorem; 45- Invertebrate 
creature; 46- Extinct bird, 
once found in New 
Zealand; 47- Compass 
pt.; 48- Salt; 56- 
Encompassed about; 57- Dutch name of The Hague; 58- Balkan native; 60- Hood-shaped 
anatomical part; 61- Choir member; 62- London gallery; 63- Give it ___!; 64- "Pure Guava" 
band; 65- Designer Cassini;  
  
Down 
1- Former nuclear agcy.; 2- Bric-a-___; 3- Swear words; 4- Greek peak; 5- Branched; 6- 
Strictly accurate; 7- Waist band; 8- That's ___!; 9- Capital of the Philippines; 10- At ___ for 
words; 11- Trent of the Senate; 12- Actress Garr; 13- Just ___!; 21- Actor's parts; 22- 
Kingdom; 25- The number system with base 8; 26- Norwegian name of Norway; 27- 
Animal trap; 28- ___ extra cost; 29- Negates; 30- Gunk; 31- Without ___ in the world; 32- 
Living in flowing water; 33- Fold; 35- Trudge; 36- Grandson of Adam; 38- Steel girder; 39- 
Type of sanctum; 44- Candy bar filling; 45- Equal-angled shape; 46- Floating bombs; 47- 
Delight; 48- Heroic adventure tale; 49- Actor Epps; 50- Distribute, with "out"; 51- Tobacco 
plug; 52- Patriot Nathan; 53- Analogy words; 54- Bargain; 55- Art Deco designer; 59- 
Implore; 

Pa e 1 of 1BestCrosswords.com - Puzzle #1 for Januar  30, 2012
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CORRECtION
In the Jan. 26, 2012 issue of the Charlevoix County

News there is an error in the County District number

that appeared in the story on candidate John Haggard.

Because of redistricting, the District number should be

District 6. 

FREE Snowmobile
Classes Offered

Charlevoix County

Sheriff  Don Schneider is

announcing a Snowmo-

bile training class for

those citizens who need

to comply with the

Michigan State law.

Training will take

place at the Charlevoix

County Sheriff ’s Office

February 18, 2012 from

9:00am to 3:00pm.  An-

other class will be of-

fered at the Boyne Falls

Fire Department Febru-

ary 19, 2012 from 9:00am

to 3:00pm  Student only

need to attend one of  the

classes.

State law requires

those who do not have a

valid Michigan Driver’s

License, to complete and

pass the above approved

training program.  With

successful completion of

the course each student

will be provided a certifi-

cate of  training allowing

them to operate under

the Michigan State Law.

To attend this free

training, you must go to

the Charlevoix County

web page:

www.charlevoix-

county.org and go to the

“Sheriff ’s” link to fill out

an application and for-

ward the typewritten ap-

plication to the Sheriff ’s

Office, 1000 Grant St.,

Charlevoix Mi 49720,

with attention Deputy

Gauthier.  You may also

email you application to

gauthierg@charlevoix-

county.org.

Lunch is not provided,

students are encouraged

to bring a lunch.

Questions may be an-

swered by calling (231)

547-4461.

Picture I.D. is required

by all students.

While you fill out your

2011 Michigan tax return

forms, don’t forget to

“check off” for the United

Way Fund.  This is a quick

way for Michigan resi-

dents to use their tax re-

turns to easily donate to

the United Way Fund,

which was created to help

low to moderate income

Michigan families with

basic needs like food,

clothing and shelter.  

“The United Way Fund

is a check-off  option for

Michigan tax-payers again

this year,” explains

Martha Lancaster, Execu-

tive Director of  Char-Em

United Way.  “Although

there are many other great

options, the United Way

Fund is an easy way to im-

pact a wide range of  com-

munity needs with one

donation.  All of  the check-

offs from tax-payers in

Charlevoix and Emmet

Counties will be returned

to Char-Em United Way

and used to support basic

human services in our

community.”

Tax-payers can indicate

if  they would like to do-

nate all or part of  their

Michigan tax returns on

Form 4642 of  their state in-

come tax return.  The

funds donated will be re-

turned to the tax-payer’s

local United Way, based on

the zip code of  their filing

address.  

“The funds are ear-

marked to directly benefit

needy families in our com-

munity,” continues Lan-

caster. “The need in

Northern Michigan is still

great and making a dona-

tion to help ease the bur-

den so many are facing has

never been easier!  This

year, be sure to “check off”

for the United Way Fund.”

For more information,

contact Char-Em United

Way at 231-487-1006 or by

email at: info@charmeu-

nitedway.org.

United Way  “Check-off” on tax
form Aids Local Communities
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Troy La Count ~ Owner
231-599-2483 • Fax 231-599-2469 • Cell 231-675-2348

email: eastportservice@hotmail.com
4947 US Hwy 31 N • Eastport, Michigan 49627
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SB 0900: Introduced by Sen. Glenn An-

derson on Jan. 24, 2012. This bill would

require the Legislative Council to make

available to the public on the Internet,

the legislative calendar, notices of  leg-

islative committee and subcommittee

meetings, including the agendas and a

listing of  the committees of  each house

and their members for the current leg-

islative session, the names and votes of

all members voting on each bill on final

passage, and other provisions

STATUS: Referred to Committee on Gov-

ernment Operations.

SB 0904: Introduced by Sen. Joseph

Hune on Jan. 24, 2012. This bill calls for

public assistance applicants to submit to

substance abuse testing if  the case-

worker has a reasonable suspicion re-

garding substance abuse.

STATUS: Referred to Committee on

Families, Seniors and Human Services.

SB 0905: Introduced by Sen. Joseph

Hune on Jan. 24, 2012. This bill would re-

quire individuals to perform community

service, unless exempted, in order to be

eligible to receive family independence

program assistance.

STATUS: Referred to Committee on

Families, Seniors and Human Services.

HB 5286: Introduced by Rep. Barb

Byrum on Jan. 25, 2012. This bill would

verify to law enforcement personnel

whether a medical marijuana registry

identification card is valid, without dis-

closing more information than is reason-

ably necessary.

STATUS: Referred to Committee on Ju-

diciary.

SB 0204: Introduced by Sen. Michael

Kowall on March 1, 2011. This bill would

amend P.A. 261 1966 to eliminate a re-

quirement that a special election be held

when a county commission vacancy oc-

curs in an odd-numbered year. A person

appointed to fill a vacancy would serve

for the remainder of  the unexpired term

(whether the vacancy occurred in an

odd-numbered year or an election year).

It would retain a requirement that a va-

A weekly compilation of selected bills, resolutions and actions of the House and Senate in the 
state Legislature. To see more detail contact www.legislature.mi.gov/

State OF MIChIgan CaPItOl BuIlDIng
PhOTOGRAPhER: BRIAN ChARLES WATSON

cancy be filled by a special election if  the

county board of  commissioners does not ap-

point someone within 30 days.

STATUS: Referred to Committee on Redistrict-

ing and Elections.

Compiled by B. J. Conley - 01/25/12
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Commission
on Aging
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Charlevoix
Hotel Fire
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T R A C K I N G  L E G I S L A T I O N

B. J. Conley

EAST JORDAN — The city’s ex-

tensive Economic Development

Plan is part of  the city’s strategic

planning. Members of  the commu-

nity worked on the Plan so the city

could begin its eligibility for grants

from the federal and state govern-

ment, including the Main Street

Program.

The aim of  the Committee that

developed the Plan is to be competi-

tive as a residential location, to cre-

ate stable retail businesses, to

motivate the youth to participate

and remain in the community and

to attract tourism.

Dawn Pringle is the chairwoman

of  the Downtown Development Au-

thority. She said the city commis-

sioners would study the Plan in

preparation for implementing it.

“We spent a lot of  time on the

Plan, but I think it was worth it.

Everyone pitched in and we got it

done,” she said.

The Economic Development Plan

concentrates on the downtown area

and beyond. Its boundaries are

Main Street, the M-66 corridor

from Rogers Road to Elm Point, the

M-32 corridor from the old EMS

building to the Industrial park and

airport and the confluence of  the

Jordan River into the South Arm of

Lake Charlevoix as an environmen-

tal and recreational component of

the Plan.

To implement the Plan the com-

munity must gather and assess

data, engage in promotion and mar-

keting and educate the community.

In its quest, the Economic Develop-

ment Plan Committee lists many

government, organization and indi-

viduals it will engage to accom-

plish the goals, including the city

council, the DDA, county commis-

sioners, the Chamber, the schools,

the Jordan River Arts Council and

more.

The Plan lists the strengths of

East Jordan as its exceptional

small businesses in place with

available space and opportunity for

growth, a passionate art commu-

nity and Main Street presence,

Friends of  the Jordan, historic

preservation and a long area of

lakefront property.  It lists weak-

nesses as vacant buildings and

buildings in disrepair, limited re-

tail diversity and discouraged local

business owners.

One of  the objectives is to main-

tain a fully functional, viable and

profitable marina operation. The

Economic Development Plan recog-

nizes the marina operation poses

the economic challenge of  keeping

all slips open and usable because of

on-going silt infiltration from the

river.  The EDP recognizes the

value of  a service facility’s reputa-

tion to bring residents and guests

to downtown and to stay and gener-

ate revenue into the economy.

Therefore, it seeks a commitment

to dredging the marina as required

to keep the facility at 100 percent

operational budgetary line item.

Another priority is to create a

system of  connecting bike paths

and hiking trails throughout the

community for recreational enjoy-

ment as well as economic develop-

ment. The pathways would be used

for exercise, sightseeing and recre-

ational activities.

Leadership is very important to

making this Plan happen. Key lead-

ers are needed to step up and focus

on the goals and objectives of  this

Plan to move East Jordan in the

right

East Jordan has a plan
to improve its economy

eCONOMIC DeVeLOPMeNT COMMITTee:
Dawn Pringle, Chair DDA/Jordan Valley District Library

Tom Teske, DDA/East Jordan Iron Works

Dave Atkins, DDA/Charlevoix State Bank

Duane Chappuies, Various businesses/Rental properties

Scott Diller, East Jordan Plastics

Joel Evans, Charlevoix County Commissioner

Ray Fisher, East Jordan City Commissioner

John Kempton, JTK Enterprises

Debbie Manville, Huntington National Bank

Nancy Miller, Jordan Valley Tent Rental

Christina Johnson, Century 21

Ted Sherman Jr., Burnette Foods

Eugene Smith Young,Graham, Elsenheimer & Wendling PC

Tom Erhart, Northern Lake Economic Alliance

Molly Andor, Charlevoix County Community

Foundation Junior Advisory Board

To make the community of

East Jordan a welcoming and

friendly community that affords

its residents and guests diversity

of  opportunity with a four-sea-

son quality of  life. To make the

community one that attracts

bright minds, commerce, innova-

tors, leaders with vision, envi-

ronmentally aware developers,

responsible educators, insightful

industry, energetic young people,

inspired mid-lifers and seniors

with wisdom.

VISION FOR THE
EAST JORDAN COMMUNITY

direction. Two leadership pro-

grams are currently being offered to

residents in East Jordan. There is a

countywide leadership program and

a Mastermind on Main Street pro-

gram for residents in the commu-

nity who want to step up and get

involved to become a leader. Com-

munication is very important with

this Plan as well as working as a

team to get it accomplished.

reporterbjh@gmail.com

Fox Motors in Charlevoix

and Huntington National

Bank are proud co-sponsor

the 53rd Annual Gala and

Awards Ceremony.  The Gala

will take place on Wednes-

day, February 8, at Castle

Farms in Charlevoix. Cock-

tails will begin at 5:00pm and

follow with a plated dinner

catered by Grey Gables and

awards at 7:00pm. 

The event celebrates the

accomplishments of  individ-

uals and businesses in 2011

that have exemplified leader-

ship and that go above and

beyond in every aspect of

their day. Awards recognized

at the event include, Busi-

ness of  the Year, Ambassa-

dor of  the Year, Outstanding

Citizen of  the Year and Cus-

tomer Service of  the Year.

Two new awards will also be

recognized, including New

Business of  the Year and

Young Professional of  the

Year.

The New Business of  the

Year award recognizes a

member business that has

started in the last 18 months

or less. This business must

either be a new business or

managed under a new

owner. The Young Profes-

sional of  the Year goes to a

chamber member that is 40

years old or younger and

demonstrates strong leader-

ship qualities and active

community involvement. 

The cocktail hour will in-

clude a silent auction, full of

items donated from various

member businesses. The

Chamber Scholarship is

funded solely by funds

raised with this silent auc-

tion. Last year, the

Charlevoix Chamber was

able to award three $500

scholarships to assist local

graduates with their contin-

ued education.

If  you are interested in at-

tending, tickets can be pur-

chased in advance for $50 per

person through the

Charlevoix Chamber of

Commerce. Contact the

Chamber for more informa-

tion at 231.547.2101 or

shooks@charlevoix.org.

Charlevoix Chamber’s 53rd Annual Awards Gala

sion on Aging for food

and said it was the same

amount as last year.

Cronin said she expects

the federal funds to be

the same amount or

close to the same as in

previous years. The

COA may only use the

state and federal funds

for food.

Advisory board mem-

ber Ward Cook said

much of  the increased

expenses are from oper-

ational costs, such as

wages and utilities. The

COA’s operating budget

is $425,000 per year.

Messer’s salary is

$68,250 per year, plus

benefits.

“The time has come to

increase the millage so

that we can continue

our services,” Cook

said.

The board of  county

commissioners plans to

make a decision on the

millage rate to put be-

fore voters at the next

commission meeting at

9:30 a.m. on Feb. 8, at the

county building,

reporterbjh@gmail.com

sured. The building was

paid for. Connolly will

need to pay for the re-

moval of  the debris.

There are two lots on the

site. Connolly said there

is an on-going investiga-

tion as to the cause of

the fire. He said he has

not yet decided what to

do with the lots, but has

no plans to rebuild.

Charlevoix Township

Fire Department, East

Jordan Fire Department

and Charlevoix EMS pro-

vided assistance at the

scene. The Charlevoix

Police and the

Charlevoix County Sher-

iff ’s deputies also as-

sisted at the scene. No

one was seriously hurt

or transported to the

hospital. The American

Red Cross is assisting

the residents of  the hotel

that were left homeless

by the fire.

Charlevoix Fire Chief

Paul Ivan said the build-

ing and contents were a

total loss. Swanson’s K &

D Excavation assisted

firefighters in gaining

access to hot spots. Fire-

fighters were on the

scene until 10:30 a.m. on

Saturday.

reporterbjh@gmail.com

Sheriff  Don Schnei-

der would like to re-

mind citizens of  the

unsafe ice on all our

lakes this winter.

Most of  the smaller

lakes are just starting

to become completely

iced over, but by no

means are they safe to

go out on due to our

on and off  warmer

winter this year.

Please take every pre-

caution before going

onto the ice. 

Sheriff  Schneider

recommends anyone

going out onto ice

should do the follow-

ing:

•    wear a personal

floatation device

(PFD),

•  carry a flashlight

or some other type of

signalling device,

• always notify fam-

ily or friends of  the

time you are going out

onto ice, the time you

will return and the

exact location of

where you could be lo-

cated in the event of

an emergency.

Use caution on
frozen lakes



The USDA Farm Service

Agency (FSA) planting Trans-

ferability Pilot Project (PTPP)

permits Michigan producers

to plant approved vegetables

for processing on base acres

under the Direct and Counter-

Cyclical Program (DCP). Eli-

gible producers have until

March 1, 2012 to sign up for

the PTPP program.

“This program offers

Michigan producers opportu-

nities to diversify and better

use their base acres. It’s an

important step in providing

farmers with additional

sources of  revenue” said

Christine White, Michigan

FSA State Executive Director.

The Planting Transferabil-

ity Pilot Project (PTPP) allows

producers to plant approved

fruits or vegetables for pro-

cessing on a farm’s base acres

- these include cucumbers,

green peas, lima beans, pump-

kin, snap beans, sweet corn or

tomatoes. Without the PTPP,

planting these crops on base

acres would be prohibited.

Base acres on a farm will be

temporarily reduced each

year on an acre-for-acre basis,

for each base acre planted

with an approved fruit or veg-

etable on that farm. Michigan

is approved to enroll a total of

9, 000 acres into PTPP.

Eligible participants must

agree to produce one of  the

approved crops for processing

and to provide the county FSA

office with a copy of  the con-

tract between the producer

and processing plant. Partici-

pants must agree to produce

the crop as part of  a program

of  crop rotation on the farm

to achieve agronomic, pest

and disease management ben-

efits, and to provide disposi-

tion evidence of  the crop.

Participants must complete

form CCC-749 (available at

http://www.fsa.usda.gov) and

file it with their county FSA

office.

The sign-up period for the

PTPP began, January 23, 2012

and will end March 1, 2012.

USDA will not accept applica-

tions filed after that date.

For more information on

PTPP or other farm pro-

grams, visit your local USDA

Service Center or the Farm

Service Agency Web site at

http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportu-

nity provider and employer.

To file a complaint of  discrim-

ination, write to USDA, Assis-

tant Secretary for Civil

Rights, Office of  the Assistant

Secretary for Civil Rights,

1400 Independence Avenue,

S.W., Stop 9410, Washington,

DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free

at (866) 632-9992 (English) or

(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866)

377-8642 (English Federal-

relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Span-

ish Federal-relay).

USDA Announces Planting Transferability Pilot Project in Michigan

Great Lakes Energy members

are warned that they could re-

ceive a phone call advising them

to call several 900 pay-per-call

numbers to avoid high billing

charges.

The caller claims that the GLE

member’s electric bill will be esti-

mated because they couldn’t read

the meter.  The member is then

given several 900 pay-per-call

numbers to call to avoid the

charges.

Great Lakes Energy officials

stress the caller’s story is false.

Great Lakes Energy members are

not required to report meter read-

ings because the electric coopera-

tive has automated meters that

automatically report readings to

the company.

Anyone who receives this

phone call should ignore the in-

structions, hang up, and report

the incident to local law enforce-

ment authorities.

Great Lakes Energy members
warned of phone scam
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In the Rough, Professionally Painted 
or Completely Restored

06176 Old U.S. 31 South, Charlevoix, MI 49720

E-Mail: donkellyantiques@yahoo.com

FURNITURE BARN
(231) 547-0133 • Cell (231) 881-0353

Web: dkellyantiques.com

CUSTOM & ANTIQUE
FURNITURE
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By Jim Akans

“People regularly tell us

how much they enjoy shop-

ping here,” relates Theresa

Lauber, owner of  Angels at

Work Resale in Gaylord.

“The cleanliness of  our

store, the variety of  our in-

ventory, and our very rea-

sonable prices are a

pleasant surprise.  They

feel very comfortable…it’s

a warm, home-style atmos-

phere.”

Indeed, the wide array of

items offered at Angels at

Work Resale are presented

in several comfortable

rooms throughout the 2,400

square foot facility, each fo-

cusing on a targeted range

of  goods, providing a ef-

fortless way to browse

items of  interest.  

When the store opened

this past August, a good

portion of  the original in-

ventory was purchased

from another resale store

that was closing, and since

that time countless addi-

tional items have been

added from auctions, es-

tate and garage sales, and

through donations.

“We offer quality, thor-

oughly cleaned clothing at

very reasonable prices,”

notes Lauber.  

“We also have furniture,

house wares, tools, books,

shoes, belts and acces-

sories, a wide assortment

of  knickknacks, antiques,

and much more.”

Those who donated

items to Angels at Work

Resale receive a 25-percent

discount card for pur-

chases that is valid for 30

days from the time of  their

donation.  The store does

not offer consignment

sales.

Angels at Work Resale is

located at 1523 S. Otsego

Avenue (U.S. 27 South) in

Gaylord.  They are open

Monday through Saturday

from 9 am to 6 pm.  For ad-

ditional information,

please call (989) 448-8615.

Angels at Work Resale in Gaylord offers a warm, welcoming shopping experience

Angels at Work Resale in Gaylord offers a warm, welcoming atmosphere and a wide array of
value-priced items.  PHoTo By JiM AKANS.

Two 2012 Youth Events help
Cultivate Community Leaders

Great Lakes Energy invites applica-

tions from high school sophomores and

juniors for the Youth Leadership Sum-

mit (YLS) April 18-20.

Nine teens whose parents or

guardians are members of  the local

electric cooperative will be selected to

attend the event, which takes place in

Tustin, MI (20 miles south of  Cadillac).

This unique, high-energy gathering

brings youth from across the state to-

gether to help develop budding leader-

ship and teamwork habits.

Attendees explore career opportuni-

ties in the electric utility industry,

learn how to be actively involved in the

democratic process that governs elec-

tric co-ops, and even get to climb a

power pole. The event also includes in-

formation on energy efficiency and

electrical safety.

Past participant Brandon Gregg of

Edwardsburg reported, “My mom

made me go. It was kind of  like, ‘Wow,

an electric camp?’ But it was not what I

thought. It was a great experience!”

Great Lakes Energy covers costs for

all nine of  its YLS participants, includ-

ing food and lodging at the 4H Kettunen

Center, as a way of  helping develop

new leaders in the communities the

electric co-op serves. It’s part of  Great

Lakes Energy’s commitment to the

community, one of  the seven principles

that guide electric cooperatives.

Out of  nine Great Lakes Energy stu-

dent representatives who attend YLS,

chaperones select six for an all-ex-

pense-paid trip to Youth Tour in Wash-

ington, D.C. June 16-21. More details

about this event can be found at

miyls.com/youth_tour.html.

Applications are due March 16. Stu-

dents can apply for the Youth Leader-

ship Summit online by visiting

gtlakes.com/youth-programs/teen-

trips/ or by calling 888-485-2537 ext.

8174.

Great Lakes Energy is a member-

owned electric cooperative serving

more than 125,000 members in 26 coun-

ties throughout western Michigan. 

With the completion of  several signifi-

cant land projects near the year’s end,

2011 has gone down as one of  the Little

Traverse Conservancy’s strongest land

protection years in its nearly 40-year his-

tory. The non-profit land trust working in

northern Lower and eastern Upper

peninsulas reports that a total of  3,692

acres were protected last year. “We are

heartened to see how important the pro-

tection of  this region’s natural and scenic

assets remains for so many people,” said

Tom Bailey, executive director for Little

Traverse Conservancy. A sample of  the

land projects completed for Charlevoix

County included:

• A 13-acre addition to the Rogers Fam-

ily Homestead Preserve on the Jordan

River was purchased by the Conservancy. 

• A 147-acre parcel in Charlevoix

County along Horton Creek was secured

in a land trade with the State of  Michi-

gan. 

• Donated by the J.A. Woollam Founda-

tion, the 27-acre George & Althea Petritz

Preserve lies along 500 feet of  Lake

Michigan on the north end of  Beaver Is-

land providing spectacular views of  Gar-

den, Hog, and Squaw islands 

• The donation of  the 106-acre The Hill

Nature Preserve by the Mrstik and Her-

zog families created a beautiful commu-

nity gem that overlooks the city of  Boyne

City.

• A 28-acre addition to the Little Sand

Bay Preserve on Beaver Island was pur-

chased 

• Several improvements were made at

Beaver Island preserves with a new park-

ing area and boat storage racks at the

Barney’s Lake Preserve and new signage

also at Little Sand Bay Preserve 

2011 Strong Land protection Year for
Little traverse Conservancy
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STUDENT
of the Week

Boyne City High School

GRADE: 10

PARENTS: Wendy and Brian McGeorge

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Pride Team Member
HOBBIES AND INTERESTS:
Reading
Listening to music
Hanging out with friends

FUTURE PLANS/GOALS:
“Go to college and be a writer.”

Kaylee yates

“Kaylee has been a wonderful addition to the Pride Team. Full of
good and thoughtful suggestions and willing to volunteer when

she is needed.” 
(Mrs. Place, Media Center Specialist)

“Kaylee is a motivated student and a wonderful person. She is be-
coming a great leader at Boyne City High School.”

(Mr. Fritzsche, English Teacher)

“i have Kaylee in Biology this year. She is an outstanding indi-
vidual and her assignments are of the highest quality. Kaylee is
a conscientious student with a strong work ethic. She is doing

great in science, and she is a pleasure to have in class. Congrat-
ulations Kaylee!”

(Mrs. Hemming, Science Teacher)

STAFF COMMENTS

P.O. Box 205, Boyne City, MI 49712 • 231-330-8062
Office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com • www.CharlevoixCountyNews.com

• on-line delivery to your inbox: $25.00/year.
• local Home delivery of the News: $35.00/year.
• out-of-County delivery of the News: $55.00/year.
• local Home delivery Plus on-line Subscription: $45.00/year.
• out-of-County delivery Plus on-line Subscription: $65.00/year.

Get the Charlevoix County News
delivered right to your home

fOCUS ON
tHE fAmILY

with Jim Daly & Juli Slattery
Dr. Juli SlatteryJim Daly

RoMANCe SHould NoT Be SeT ASide JuST oNe dAy oF yeAR

Q: My son and daughter-

in-law say they have no

plans to celebrate Valen-

tine’s Day because it just

doesn’t interest them.

They’ve been married less

than a year, and I’d think

they’d jump at the chance

to celebrate a romantic hol-

iday. Should I be worried?

Jim: It depends on what

they mean when they say

Valentine’s Day doesn’t “in-

terest” them. I know many

deeply religious people who

aren’t eager to celebrate

Christmas, either, because

of  how materialistic it has

become.

The real measure of  your

son and daughter-in-law’s

relationship comes in how

they treat and relate to each

other the other 364 days a

year. The same should be

true for all of  us. There’s

nothing inherently wrong

with cards and chocolates

on Valentine’s Day. I can

think of  worse things than

having a day set aside to

proclaim undying love for

your spouse.

But married couples

should make an effort to in-

ject that same passion into

their relationship on a reg-

ular basis. That doesn’t

mean we have to break out

the fine china and have a

candlelight dinner every

night. But there are count-

less ways we can and

should express our devo-

tion. We can set aside a reg-

ular date night, or send a

quick e-mail during the day

to say, “I love you and I’m

thinking about you.” I can

guarantee that something

along those lines will mean

more in July or September

than it does on Feb. 14!

This is something that

my wife, Jean, and I try to

bear in mind even when

we’re running at a frantic

pace and trying to catch up

with our boys. If  your son

and his wife are endeavor-

ing to keep the spark alive

throughout the year, that’s

much more important than

whether they participate in

Valentine’s Day.

Q: I dread Valentine’s Day.

All of  the hype about love

and romance only reminds

me that none of  it exists in

my marriage. I gave up hop-

ing for a card or flowers

years ago. I’m tired of  try-

ing to breathe life into a

dead marriage, but I don’t

believe in divorce.

Juli: Marriage can feel

like the loneliest place on

earth, especially around

Valentine’s Day. When

you’re single, you expect to

be lonely, but not when you

have a ring on your finger.

There are many reasons

why love in marriage fades.

Serious problems like ad-

diction, abuse, extramarital

affairs and mental illness

can certainly extinguish

feelings of  romance. How-

ever, most people “fall out

of  love” for less sinister

reasons. The busyness and

stress of  work, kids and fi-

nances cause a couple to

drift apart over the years.

One day they wake up to

find the only thing they

have in common is a tube of

toothpaste.

If  this is where you and

your husband find your-

selves, don’t give up. There

are many things you can do

to get your marriage back

on track, but sitting back

and waiting for flowers

isn’t one of  them!

Marriage counseling is

an excellent way to improve

your communication and

resolve conflicts, but you

also need to relearn how to

have fun together. Tell your

husband how much you

miss him. When you do

this, be sure to make it

sound like an invitation,

not a complaint. Reminisce

about what caused you to

fall in love with him in the

first place and tell him

what still attracts you to

him.

Regardless of  how busy

you are, make time to play

together. This might feel

awkward at first, but it will

become more comfortable

with time. Pursue a new

hobby like hiking, cooking

classes or volunteering.

Don’t fall for the line that

the grass would be greener

in another marriage. Every

marriage has dry spells.

The grass is actually

greener where you water it!

***

Copyright 2011 Focus on

the Family, Colorado

Springs, CO 80995

Land investment

Dear Dave,

My wife and I make

about $85,000 a year. We’re

debt-free, and we have no

kids. We’d like to start sav-

ing money to buy some

land in the near future.

What percentage of  our

savings should we put to-

ward this?

Dennis

Dear Dennis,

I don’t know if  there’s

necessarily a specific per-

centage for this kind of

thing. Since you guys are

already debt-free you need

to make sure that you’ve

got a fully-loaded emer-

gency fund of  three to six

months of  expenses in

place, along with retire-

ment funding. In your

case, anything else you

have sitting around is sim-

ply wealth.

If  you’ve got $50,000 sit-

ting in a savings account

in addition to these things,

and you’d rather have

$50,000 worth of  dirt in-

stead of  a bank account,

I’m cool with that. It’s re-

ally more a matter of  ra-

tios than percentages.

—Dave

* For more financial

help please visit daveram-

sey.com.

Insurance
necessities

Dear Dave,

I’ve got auto insurance,

but can you tell me what

other kinds of  insurance

are good to have?

Chris

Dear Chris,

The purpose of  insur-

ance is to transfer risk

that you can’t afford to

take. Most people can’t af-

ford to have a heart attack

and triple bypass surgery.

Having to pay for some-

thing like that completely

out of  pocket would bank-

rupt just

about any-

one. That’s

why

health in-

surance is

a vital part

of  any

good fi-

nancial plan.

It’s also important to

have auto, which you do,

and homeowner’s insur-

ance, too. If  you don’t own

a home, make sure you

have renter’s insurance in-

stead. Don’t forget about

life insurance, either. If

you’re married or have

kids, you should carry

eight to 10 times your

yearly income in a good,

15- or 20-year level term

life insurance policy. This

means if  you make $40,000,

you should have about

$400,000 wrapped up in life

insurance.

Long-term disability in-

surance is vital. The

cheapest way to get this is

in a group. If  you buy it

yourself, out on the open

market, you’ll find that the

rates are based more on

your occupation than your

age or health. So, if  you fly

a desk, it’ll be a lot

cheaper than if  you work

with your hands.

And don’t forget long-

term care insurance. You

need “nursing home insur-

ance” the moment you

turn 60. It will also take

care of  you in your own

home. The statistical prob-

ability of  needing it before

age 60 is about one per-

cent, so I’d wait until then

to buy long-term care in-

surance.

This kind of  insurance

can make sure you get the

kind of  care you want in

your declining years. Plus,

it can keep your nest egg

with you and your family

and out of  the hands of

the nursing home!

—Dave

Dave Ramsey

DAVE Says

ellsworth was pleased to host officers from the State FFA today. ellsworth is in its first year of offering the area’s first agriculture
program, taught by Triston Cole. The program is led by an advisory committee chaired by dr. Chris Randall, also of ellsworth.

Ellsworth hosts FFA Program

By Jim Akans

It’s all about free, family-oriented

outdoor and indoor fun as the annual

Winterfest celebration begins this

coming Saturday, February 4th, in the

Boyne City area.  Winterfest features a

variety of  events and activities for

those of  every age.  

For those seeking a bit of  outdoor

exercise mixed with gorgeous north-

ern Michigan scenery, there will be

cross country ski tours both Saturday

and Sunday, as well as cross country

ski and snowshoe races on Saturday.

Kids will enjoy a variety of  unique

Winterfest games on Saturday after-

noon, including a Frozen Fish Toss,

Frozen Turkey Bowling, Broom Ball

and Smoosh Racing, all taking place in

front of  Country Now & Then from 4

to 6 pm. As long as the skies are clear,

attendees can also do a bit of  star gaz-

ing early Saturday evening under the

direction of  Bryan Shumaker of

the Northern Michigan Astronomy

Club.

Indoor activities and events during

Winterfest will include “Cabin Fever

Fly-Tying demonstration at Freshwa-

ter Studio, a Chili Cook at Country

Now & Then, and Wine Tasting at the

Wine Emporium on Saturday after-

noon. Wrap up the day sitting back

and enjoying live music courtesy of

Sean Ryan at Cafe Sante on Saturday

evening.

The schedule of  Winterfest events

and activities will include;

SaTurdaY
- 12 to 2 p.m. - CROSS-COUNTRY SKI

AND SNOWSHOE RACES, Veterans

Park, Lake Street. All ages; limited

number of  loaner snowshoes pro-

vided.

- 1 p.m. - CROSS-COUNTRY SKI

TOUR at Avalanche Mountain. For in-

termediate and advanced skiers.

- 2 to 5 p.m. - CABIN FEVER FLY-

TYING demonstrations at Freshwater

Studio, 217 S. Lake St.

- 4 to 6 p.m. - KIDS’ GAMES includ-

ing Frozen Fish Toss, Frozen Turkey

Bowling, Broom Ball, Smoosh Racing

in the 200 block of  Water Street.

- 4 to 7 p.m. - WINE TASTING - Stop

by the Wine Emporium, 123 Water

Street, for a complimentary taste of

three seasonal offerings, conversation

and snacks.

- 4:45 p.m. - CHILI COOK-OFF - bring

one gallon of  chili in a crock pot to

Country Now & Then, 211 Water St.

Tasting starts at 5 p.m. Prizes for

Judges Choice and People’s Choice. 

- 5 p.m. - SNOWMAN & ICE SCULP-

TURE CONTEST winners announced

at 211 Water St. 

- 5 to 6 p.m. - STAR GAZING with

Bryan Shumaker of  the Northern

Michigan Astronomy Club (weather

permitting). 

- 6 p.m. - SCAVENGER HUNT for

teams of  up to four people. Call 231-

582-2355 to register.

- 8 p.m. - LIVE MUSIC - Sean Ryan at

Cafe Sante from 8 to 11 p.m. Saturday

at One Water Street.

SundaY
- 1 p.m. - CROSS-COUNTRY SKI

TOUR at The Hill Nature Preserve for

beginner and intermediate level

skiers. Due to extremely limited park-

ing, please call the Chamber at 582-

6222 to RSVP and meet at City Hall

parking lot to car pool.

For additional information and

schedule updates, visit

www.boynechamber.com.

Outdoor & indoor family fun at
Boyne City Winterfest this weekend



Joni “Babe” M. Lillis
(Nov. 18, 1928, - JAN. 24, 2012)

Joni “Babe” M. Lillis, age 83, of

Eben Junction and formerly of

Boyne City, died on Tuesday

morning,

Jan. 24,

2012, at the

Tendercare

Health Cen-

ter in Mu-

nising.

Babe was

born Nov.

18, 1928, in

Detroit, to

Charles and

Mary

(Tomasco) Lowman. She gradu-

ated from St. Phillip Neri in De-

troit and went on to work several

different jobs. One of  her fa-

vorites was being a professional

singer on WXYZ Radio.

Babe was working at Shawi

Olsen and Dimmer C.P.A. firm

when she met the love of  her life,

Dale. She always said that when

he said “Hello” the first time she

knew he was the one. They mar-

ried on June 27, 1953, and lived in

St. Clair Shores, Mich., and

started raising their family. In

1965, she moved with her husband

and five children to Boyne City,

where she had one more daughter.

She was fortunate to be a stay-at-

home mom and taught her chil-

dren the skills they would use to

keep house and be on their own.

Babe remained in Boyne City

until just after she lost Dale. In

1991, she moved down to Coldwa-

ter, near her oldest son, Chuck.

Babe started a whole new chapter

of  her life and was there for 17

years. She was involved in church

functions and was an inspiration

to people when she became an am-

putee in 2002 and still had such a

positive outlook. That positive

outlook would be tested again in

2007 when she became a double

amputee. Rather than throw in

the towel, Babe took up roots and

replanted them in the U.P. with

daughter Heidi and her husband,

Tim, and family for the remainder

of  her life. Mobility was ham-

pered, but she still made new

friends and inspired more people

as they experienced her positive

attitude and sheer strong will tak-

ing care of  herself  while being to-

tally wheelchair bound.

Babe loved the casino and she

became very adept at computers

and enjoyed the world that the In-

ternet opened for her being a

homebound person. Facebook

opened up a whole new horizon

for her. Those who knew Babe

well also knew she loved to tell

how Mickey Mouse was her long

lost twin as they shared the same

exact date of  birth. Her sense of

humor was part of  her charisma

that will live on. Babe had a

strong devotion to the Sacred

Heart of  Jesus for her entire life.

Babe was preceded in death by

her husband, Dale; sons, Michael

Patrick Lillis and Lawrence

Michael Lillis; her parents,

Charles and Mary Lowman; a sis-

ter, Claire; her parents-in-law,

Charles and Eva Lillis; and broth-

ers-in-law, Douglas Lillis and Dou-

glas Hovingh.

Babe is survived by children:

Charles (Jayne) Lillis of  Coldwa-

ter, Mich., David (Marcia) Lillis of

Lake Orion, Mich., Sue (Mike)

Wassenberg of  Berkley, Mich.,

and Heidi (Tim “T.I.M”) Swajanen

of  Eben Junction; grandchildren,

Bethany Lillis, Jessie Lillis,

James Johnson, Brian Johnson,

Brandon Lillis, Matthew Lillis,

Ryan Wassenberg, Lisa Wassen-

berg, Kylie Wassenberg, Betty Jo

Swajanen and Breanna Swajanen;

siblings, Robert (Char) Lowman,

Patricia (Rupert) Cooke, Eileen

Jameison and Geraldine Lowman;

sisters-in-law, Arlene Lillis and

Audrey Hovingh; and numerous

nieces and nephews.

A memorial Mass will be cele-

brated by the Rev. Jacek Wytklo at

11 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 18, at St.

Rita’s Catholic Church in Tre-

nary, Mich. Interment will be at

the Maple Lawn Cemetery in

Boyne City sometime in the

spring.

Babe’s obituary and guestbook

may be viewed and signed at

www.bowermanfuneralhome.net.

Allan Potter
(APRil 4, 1920 - JAN. 28, 2012)

Allan Potter, 91, of  Ellsworth,

died Saturday, Jan. 28, 2012, at

Grandvue Medical Care Facility

in East Jordan.

He was born April 4, 1920, in

Barnard, the son of  Edward and

Julia (Cork) Potter.

Allan served in the U.S. Army’s

European Theater during World

War II.

On March 20, 1948, he married

Hellen Mae Brown in Norwood

Township. Hellen Mae died in

May 2011.

Allan and Hellen Mae owned

and operated a farm in Banks

Township for many years. Allan

enjoyed farming so much that it

was also his hobby.

He was a member of  the

Barnard United Methodist

Church and American Legion

Jansen-Richardson Post No. 488.

Surviving are his children,

Hellen Ann (Fred) Allen of

Ellsworth, Frances (Robert) Ken-

ney of  Ellsworth, Allan J. “Butch”

(Bambi) Potter of  Ellsworth, and

Janet (Frank) Leist of  Boyne City;

14 grandchildren; 29 great-grand-

children; sisters, Anna (Richard)

Jeltema of  Byron Center, Bessie

DeVries of  East Jordan; and a sis-

ter-in-law, Martha Potter of

Charlevoix.

Besides his wife, Hellen Mae, he

was preceded in death by an in-

fant son, James Allan Potter, in

1949; his brother, David Potter;

and sister, Geneva Troop.

The funeral service was Tues-

day, Jan. 31, at Barnard United

Methodist Church with Pastor

Rap Posnik and Pastor Chris Wal-

lace officiating. Burial will be in

Ellsworth Cemetery.

For those wishing to make me-

morial contributions, the family

suggests Barnard United

Methodist Church, Ellsworth Wes-

leyan Church, or Grandvue Med-

ical Care Facility. 

Betty (Folsom) Thornburg
(oCT. 9, 1926 - JAN. 28, 2012)

Betty (Folsom) Thornburg, 85,

of  Echo

Township,

died on

Jan. 28,

2012, at

Munson

Medical

Center in

Traverse

City.

Betty

was born

on Oct. 9,

1926, in

Echo Township, the daughter of

Russell and Cecile (Bradshaw)

Fisher.

Betty was a lifelong resident of

Echo Township and was an active,

lifetime member of  the Pleasant

Valley Free Methodist Church.

She worked at Meadow Brook

Medical Care Facility, Texas In-

struments and was a senior com-

panion in Antrim County. She

enjoyed crocheting, reading,

doing word searches and bird

watching.

She is survived by three chil-

dren, Thelma (Folsom) Craig of

Orlando, Fla., Mark (Darlene) Fol-

som of  East Jordan, Paul Folsom

of  East Jordan; two stepdaugh-

ters, Arlene and Suzie; two grand-

daughters, Kate Folsom of  East

Jordan, Michelle (Nic) Dawson of

Columbus, Ga.; three sisters, Ella

Burns of  Central Lake, Dorothy

(Wayne) Franke of  Holly, Evelyn

(Bill) Derenzy of  Central Lake;

and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by

her parents; her first husband,

Robert Folsom; and her second

husband, Russell Thornburg.

The funeral service was Tues-

day, Jan. 31, at the Central Lake

Chapel of  Mortensen Funeral

Homes. Pastor Dave Scott offici-

ated. Interment will be in the

spring in Dunsmore Cemetery,

Echo Township.

Memorial contributions may be

made to the Pleasant Valley Free

Methodist Church.

Sign the online guestbook at

www.mortensenfuneralhomes.co

m. 

Betty Lou Murray
(JAN. 6,

1931 - JAN.

24, 2012)
Betty

Lou Mur-

ray, 81, of

Echo

Township,

died

peacefully

at her

daughter’s

home in Gaylord on Tuesday, Jan.

24, 2012.

She was born Jan. 6, 1931, in

South Arm Township, the daugh-

ter of  Harry and Nellie (Brooks)

Dougherty.

Betty was a founding member of

the Central Lake VFW Post No.

6985 Ladies Auxiliary and retired

from Texas Instruments after 20

years of  dedicated service.

On April 15, 1950, in East Jor-

dan, she married Rex L. Murray

who preceded her in death in 1987.

Also preceding her in death were

her siblings, Alfred, Roy, Henry,

Devere, Calvin, Pauline, Flossie

Decker, Ruby (Margarite) Behling,

and Alma Millet.

Betty is survived by her chil-

dren, Glenda Roach of  Gaylord,

Richard and Collette Murray of

The Villages, Fla., Thomas and

Denise Murray of  Echo Township,

Joanne and Robert Michanowicz

of  Echo Township; 12 grandchil-

dren; 21 great-grandchildren; sib-

lings, Nolin and Delores

Dougherty of  Okarche, Okla.,

Harry and Wanda Dougherty Jr.

of  Durand, Marcella and Lyle

Booth of  Midland, Nellie Graham

of  Echo Township, Dora Murray

of  Mebane, N.C.; and many nieces

and nephews.

The funeral service was Sunday,

Jan. 29, at the Central Lake

Chapel of  Mortensen Funeral

Homes with pastor Dave Scott of-

ficiating. Interment will be in

Dunsmore Cemetery, Echo Town-

ship, in the spring. Sign her on-

line guestbook at

www.mortensenfuneralhomes.co

m. 
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30 YEARS EXPERIENCE:
Wills • Living Wills • Powers of Attorney • Trusts • Probate

Deeds • Land Contracts • Easements • Leases
Real Estate Cases • Family Law • Employment Law

Business and Corporate Law • Contracts
Construction Cases • Civil and Criminal Cases

203 Mason St., Charlevoix, MI • 231-547-0099 • esmith@upnorthlaw.com

Eugene W. Smith 
Attorney at Law

Young, Graham, Elsenheimer & Wendling, P.C.

The Boyne Arts Collec-

tive has collaborated with

Boyne Mountain Resort

and will have local artists

work on display. Fiber Arts,

Glass Jewelry, Watercolor,

Acrylic and Oil are just a

few of  the mediums one

will see. 

The art may be viewed at

the “Made in Michigan

Store” located in the center

of  the Village at Boyne

Mountain across from the

ticket counter. One of  these

talented artists, working

with his or her medium,

can be seen in the store

Thursday’s through Sun-

day’s in the coming weeks. 

Boyne Arts Collective
artists at Boyne Mountain

Christine Brown, Artist and member of the Boyne Arts Collective is pictured
here working on a watercolor portrait of a family member.  CouRTeSy PHoTo

There won’t be TV cam-

eras, torturing trainers

and total isolation from

family members, but Mur-

ray’s Biggest Loser Contest

WILL have great healthy

meals; inspirational and

informational speakers;

weigh-ins; prizes for

weekly weight loss win-

ners; and a generous cash

reward for the “biggest

loser” at the end of  the 4-

month contest.

To participate, you must

join the Murray’s Biggest

Loser Club for $10.00.  As a

club member, you are in-

vited to Murray’s each

Monday from 12:00-1:00

p.m. beginning February 6

and running through Me-

morial Day (except for

April 2) for an affordable,

healthy lunch; 15-20 min-

utes of  words of  wisdom

from guest speakers; and,

of  course, the weigh-in

which is conducted in pri-

vate.  Each week, the

biggest percentage weight

loss winner will receive a

prize worth at least $10.

Each month for the 4

months, a sponsor will con-

tribute $100 toward the

cash reward at the end of

the contest - a total of

$400.  In addition, $5 of  the

each club membership will

go toward the final prize,

so the more people who

join the club, the bigger the

pot will be at the end.

It won’t matter if  you

miss a Monday… you sim-

ply won’t be eligible for

that week’s prize.  You will,

however, also be missing

the camaraderie, the moti-

vation and the great food.

Men and women are

both encouraged to partici-

pate.  The timing is perfect

for everyone to get into

that bikini or speedo next

summer.

Murray’s is located at

115 Main Street in down-

town East Jordan.

For more information,

contact Murray’s at 231-

536-3395, email Emily

Welsh

at murrayem@yahoo.com,

or visit www.murraysbar.com.

Murray’s Bar & Grill sponsors
4-month Biggest Loser Contest

O’BRIEN’S
RESTAURANT
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Lobster - Steaks - Walleye - Shrimp -
Mussels - Mahi 

Vegetarian Dishes - BBQ Ribs -
Scampi - Chicken 

Prime Rib - Pasta Dishes
Full Menu Always Available

320 S. Morenci Ave. (On M-33-Main Street), Mio
LOCATED at the “SONGBIRD MOTEL”

Reservations Greatly Appreciated and Strongly Suggested

CLOSED SUNDAY, MONDAY & TUESDAY
OPEN WED, THURS, FRI & SAT. 5PM-8PM

COCKTAILS - WINE - BEER
AVAILABLE FOR YOUR DINING PLEASURE

989-826-5547

989-826-5547

Our Vacation is over 
WWee wwiillll rree--ooppeenn TTuueessddaayy,,

VVaalleennttiinnee’’ss DDaayy,, FFeebb.. 1144.. 55--88ppmm
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ObITUARIES

Wy not get the
Charlevoix County News

delivered right to your home

101 Water Street (Inside Sunburst Marine)
P.O. Box 205, Boyne City, MI 49712  •  989-732-8160

Office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com • www.CharlevoixCountyNews.com

local Home delivery: $35.00/year.

out-of-County delivery: $55.00/year.
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Call ahead... Dine in or Carry out Tableside Service
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STARTING FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3

MATINEE PRICING BEFORE 6:00PM!

The Second Annual

Ellsworth Shiverfest on the

Breezeway will take place

from Friday, February 17th

through Sunday, February

19th.

Winter? Bring it on! This

quaint northern Michigan

town knows how to keep

the fun alive all winter

long. Whether sledding,

snowshoeing or ice fishing

outside or staying warm

and toasty inside while

tasting desserts or playing

in a Euchre Tournament,

Ellsworth’s Shiverfest has

something for everyone.

Events include a Fish

Dinner at the Gold Nugget

Bar and Grill, the 4th An-

nual Ellsworth’s Best

Dessert Tasting at the

Banks Township Hall, a

Free Fishing Weekend on

Ellsworth Area Lakes;

Cardboard Sled Races at

Ellsworth Community

Park; the Breezeway Snow-

mobile Ride Inn; the

Breezeway Benefit Snow-

shoe Challenge 1 mile or 5k

at House on the Hill Bed &

Breakfast; a Cabin Fever

Reliever Euchre Tourna-

ment at Banks Township

Hall, and a Snowmobile

“FUN-RUN.” 

For information see

Ellsworth Shiverfest on

Facebook or Alana Haley

231-360-0676.

2nd annual Ellsworth Shiverfest
will begin February 17th

enced by jazz. Jazz has been

her music of  choice ever

since. She relocated to New

York City, and became a reg-

ular on the New York jazz

scene, before moving back to

the Detroit area, where she

has since been a mainstay

performer. Meri’s CD

“Dream Dancing”, released

in 2006, earned 2 Detroit

Music Award nominations,

received a favorable review

on jazz.com, and has sold

copies worldwide. She co-

founded Metro Jazz Voices

in 2008, and spearheads all

promotional and media as-

pects of  the group.  

Trish Shandor,

soprano/alto, also a Detroit

area native, has been singing

publicly in many styles since

her early teens, including

Opera, choral and Jazz. She

holds a Bachelor of  Music

from Oakland University,

where she studied Classical

voice with Jan Albright, and

Jazz with Danny

Jordan. Trish is a 3-time De-

troit Music Award Winner,

and also contributed vocals

to the DMA-winning CD

“Brush Fire,” produced by

Scott Gwinnell, pianist with

Metro Jazz Voices. Trish is

currently an Artist-in-resi-

dence with the Michigan

Opera Theater, for whom she

has sung roles such as

‘Queen of  the Night’ from

The Magic Flute, and also

serves as an Adjunct Instruc-

tor of  Voice at the Fraser

Performing Arts Career

Academy.  

Carl Cafagna,

tenor/flute/saxophone, grew

up in East Lansing Michi-

gan, and is now a full-time

professional musician in the

Detroit area, acclaimed as

both a vocalist and multi-in-

strumentalist. He has per-

formed and/or recorded

with Natalie Cole, Regis

Philbin, Mel Torme, the

Temptations, Don Rickles,

Elaine Stritch, the Tommy &

Jimmy Dorsey Orchestras,

Ritchie Cole, Frank Vignola,

Neil McCoy, Martha Reeves,

the Kalamazoo Symphony

Orchestra, the Les Brown

‘Band of  Renown’, the De-

troit Lions Pep Band and Hot

Club of  Detroit. Carl is cur-

rently Director of  Vocal Jazz

at Oakland University. In the

past few years, Carl has

given performances in

Chicago, Philadelphia,

Boston, Seattle, Minneapolis,

Cleveland, Indianapolis,

Toledo, Portland OR, Port-

land ME, Los Angeles and

New York City. Carl holds a

Bachelor of  Music from

Berklee College of  Music

(Boston) and a Master of

Music from Western Michi-

gan University.

Jeremy St. Martin, bari-

tone/vocal director, has been

a professional musician in

the Detroit area for over a

decade, and is active as a vo-

calist, choir director, pianist

and organist. As a pianist,

he has accompanied various

choirs across southeast

Michigan, including those at

Henry Ford Community Col-

lege. He is Musical Director

of  Choirs and Organist for

St. John’s United Church of

Christ in Wyandotte Michi-

gan. Jeremy is pleased to

serve as vocal director for

Metro Jazz Voices, and has

directed and sung in other

jazz groups, including ‘11th

Hour Live’ and HFCC’s ‘Blue

Fusion.’  

The Scott Gwinnell Trio,

rhythm accompanists for

Metro Jazz Voices, provides

a furtive and inspiring back-

drop for vocal jazz, and all

contribute their own per-

sonal talents to the collective

experience.  Scott Gwinnell,

piano, Jordan Schug, bass

and Jesse Kramer, drums,

are each celebrated perform-

ers individually, and to-

gether they form a rhythmic

tour-de-force.   

Tickets are $15 for mem-

bers and $25 for non mem-

bers and all seats are

General Admission. For

more information,

www.crookedtree.org or 231-

347-4337.

Crooked Tree Arts Center

presents Metro Jazz Voices on

Saturday, February 4 at 8:00

pm. Metro Jazz Voices per-

forms jazz standards and popu-

lar favorites in sophisticated

four-part harmony, backed by

one of  the best rhythm trios

around.   

The group will perform se-

lections from all eras of  the

Great American Songbook are

featured, from standards like

“Pennies from Heaven” and

“Over the Rainbow” to pop

classics like “Me and Julio,

Down by the Schoolyard” and

“Colour My World.” The sound

is comfortable and yearning,

the harmonies sweet and fasci-

nating. Some arrangements

are similar to the “New York

Voices,” “Manhattan Transfer”

and “Lambert, Hendricks &

Ross.” Detroit area musicians

Meri Slaven, Trish Shandor,

Carl Cafagna and Jeremy St.

Martin are the ‘voices’, and in-

strumental support is provided

by Scott Gwinnell, piano, Jor-

dan Schug, bass and Jesse

Kramer, drums. Cafagna also

adds saxophone and flute into

the mix. For more information

on the group, visit www.metro-

jazzvoices.com

“We are experiencing sold-

out performances” noted

Crooked Tree Arts Center Per-

forming Arts Chairman, Bill

Millar. “This group was se-

lected as we’ve had many re-

quests for vocal groups and

Metro Jazz Voices brings an-

other layer with their rhythm

trio of  drums, piano and saxo-

phone. This will be a very ener-

getic and entertaining

performance” continued Mil-

lar.  

BIOGRAPHIES

Meri Slaven, soprano/alto, a

Detroit area native, was raised

with a strong family musical

lineage, singing and playing

piano, accordion, guitar, organ

and clarinet. She began classi-

cal voice lessons at 19, and

went on to study music and

voice at Florida Atlantic Uni-

versity, and also with

renowned dramatic tenor Eddy

Rhul, before becoming influ-

Metro Jazz Voices Perform at Crooked Tree



bOYNE CITY
deacon’s fundraiser

There will be a fund raiser for
the Boyne Area Deacons Fund
Sponsored by Boyne Area
Churches. It will be a Spaghetti
Dinner held at St. Matthews
Catholic Church on Thursday
evening February 2 from 4:30 to
6:30. All our welcome! The Dea-
con’s Fund helps people in need
in the Boyne Area Community.

EAST JORDAN
dinner & a Movie

Friday February 3rd dinner be-
ginning at 5:30p with the movie
about 7p Join the Lighthouse Mis-
sionary Church for a Soup/Salad
dinner and a movie while support-
ing the missions work supported
by LMC 231-536-2128 / ejlight-
housemc@aol.com / http://light-
housemc.org. The movie:
Courageous: Four men, one call-
ing: To serve and protect. As law
enforcement officers, Adam
Mitchell, Nathan Hayes, David
Thomson, and Shane Fuller are
confident and focused. Yet at the
end of the day, they face a chal-
lenge that none of them are truly
prepared to tackle: fatherhood.
Protecting the streets is second
nature to these men. Raising their
children in a God-honoring way?
That’s courageous.

EAST JORDAN
Winter extravaganza &
Bean Pot

Saturday, February 4 from
10am - 3pm at the Jordan River
National Fish Hatchery. Right off
the Jordan Valley snowmobile trail
or access from Turner Road off
US 131. Public Welcome, Hatch-
ery Tours, Guided Snow Shoe
Trail, (bring your snow shoes), Hot
Beverages, friendly smiles and
the East Jordan Sno-Mobilers
Bean Pot. Fun for the whole fam-
ily.

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
young Wrestlers

Boys and girls ages 5 - 12 are
invited to learn to wrestle. Practice
is Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day, 5:30 - 7pm. Travel squads
begin February 20 and go until the
end of March. Sign up at 4-
H/MSU Extension office, in the
Boyne City Hall, 319B North
Lake Street

bOYNE CITY
Winterfest

The Boyne City Winterfest is
adding cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing and fishing events
to its schedule when this year’s
event takes place on Saturday,
Feb. 4. Everything in the family-
friendly Winterfest is free. Here is
the schedule:

12 to 2pm - CROSS-COUN-
TRY SKI AND SNOWSHOE
RACES, Veterans Park, Lake
Street. All ages; limited number of
loaner snowshoes provided.

1pm - CROSS-COUNTRY SKI
TOUR at Avalanche Mountain.
For intermediate and advanced
skiers.

2 to 5pm - CABIN FEVER FLY-
TYING demonstrations at Fresh-
water Studio, 217 S. Lake St.

4 to 6pm - KIDS’ GAMES in-
cluding Frozen Fish Toss, Frozen
Turkey Bowling, Broom Ball,
Smoosh Racing in the 200 block
of Water Street

4:45pm - CHILI COOK-OFF -
bring one gallon of chili in a crock
pot to Country Now & Then, 211
Water St. Tasting starts at 5 p.m.
Prizes for Judges Choice and
People’s Choice. Call 231-582-
2355 to register.

5pm - SNOWMAN CONTEST
winners announced at 211 Water
St. Enter the contest by Jan. 27
and notify the Chamber at 582-
6222 orinfo@boynechamber.com.
Residential and business cate-
gories. Snow sculptures are also
welcome this year. Space and

snow will be provided (upon re-
quest) in Sunset Park for those
who would like to do this. Call
582-6222 or email
jim@boynechamber.com.

6pm - SCAVENGER HUNT for
teams of up to four people. Call
231-582-2355 to register.

8pm - Sean Ryan at Cafe
Sante from 8 to 11 p.m. Saturday
at One Water Street.

Fishing Contest: The Boyne
Co-op Tackle Box is sponsoring a
Winterfest Fishing Contest from 8
a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4.
Entry fee is $5, and every entry
gets a dozen perch minnows free.
Prizes will be $50 gift certificates
in four categories: Largest Perch -
Adults), Largest Perch - Youth
(under 18), Largest Walleye -
Adults, and Largest Walleye -
Youth. All entries will receive free
hot dogs and hot chocolate and
will be included in a drawing for
additional prizes. You can register
at the Boyne Co-op True Value,
which has complete fishing equip-
ment, bait and supplies in the
Tackle Box section of the store at
113 S. Park St. Call 582-9971 for
information.

Sunday - 1pm, CROSS-COUN-
TRY SKI TOUR at The Hill Nature
Preserve on Charlevoix Street for
beginner and intermediate level
skiers. Due to extremely limited
parking, please call the Chamber
at 582-6222 to RSVP and meet at
City Hall parking lot to car pool.

MANCELONA
White Pine Stampede

Skiers get ready, Michigan’s
longest-running point-to-point
cross country ski race, the White
Pine Stampede, will take place on
Saturday, February 4. The 36th
annual race will feature a 40K, a
20K and a 10K with all races start-
ing at the Mancelona High School.
The 20K and 10K will end at
Schuss Village and the 40K con-
cludes at the Summit at Shanty
Creek. All races feature both clas-
sic and freestyle classifications.

NORTHERN MICHOGAN
Call for Artists

VSA Michigan, Northeast is
looking for artists interested in par-
ticipating in Artist-In-Residency
programs in the COP-ESD class-
rooms. A professional training
workshop will be held early in
February (date to be announced),
free of charge to the artists, prior
to scheduling classroom residen-
cies. Classes will cover the
Cheboygan, Otsego, Presque
School District, K-12. Any teach-
ers with inclusive classrooms, in-
terested in participating in the
residency program are also wel-
come to contact VSA Michigan,
Northeast, Joann P Leal 231-436-
5626.

bOYNE CITY
Sunday Celtic Music

Gaeyle Gerrie-Boss hosts a
Boyne Celtic Session featuring
Irish and Scottish tunes played
twice a month on Sundays. The
next sessions are Feb. 5 and 19,
from 1 to 3 p.m. at Freshwater
Studio, 217 S. Lake St. in the
SOBO District of Boyne City. Ger-
rie-Boss suggests that partici-
pants “bring family, friends, a tune
or two or three, a stool/chair and
early holiday treats to share. It is
open to the public and there is no
charge.

PETOSKEY
Cooking class

Tuesdays through March 27,
Crooked Tree Arts Center will host
cooking classes with chefs from
around the area. New York
Restaurant on February 7, White-
caps on February 21, Toski Sands
on February 28, Café Santé on
March 6, the Twisted Olive on
March 13, Thai Orchid on March
20, and wrapping up the series on
March 27 with Lake Street Market.
For more information on these

classes or other programs offered
at Crooked Tree Art Center go on-
line to www.crookedtree.org or call
the arts center at 231-347-4337.

bAY SHORE
early Adolescents Coping
with divorce

At the developmentally vulner-
able stage from age 12 through
15, dealing with parents’ divorce
or post divorce conflict can pro-
duce heavy reactions. This psy-
cho-educational group can help
early teens learn coping skills and
to reduce anger. Four sessions for
kids, one session for parents;
$100 per adolescent, no charge
for adult’s session. Tuesdays , be-
ginning Feb. 7, 6:30-8pm. Thalia
Ferenc, LMSW, DCSW, a thera-
pist with nearly 25 years experi-
ence in working with divorce and
separation, will lead the group.
Meetings will take place at The
Serenity Center, in the Bay Shore
area, between Charlevoix and
Petoskey.  Reservation and de-
posit are necessary: (231)838-
2322 or
thalias.thoughts@yahoo.com.

CHARLEVOIX
Folk Music Concert

The Charlevoix Circle of Arts is
having fundraiser on Wednesday,
February 8 and we truly hope that
you will join us for two fantastic
performances by SETH
BERNARD AND FAMILY AND
The RED-TAI-RING BAND. The
event starts at 7:00 PM at the
High School auditorium. Tickets
sold in advance art only $12 and
at door $15. Reinhard Matye,
Charlevoix Circle of Arts, Advisory
Board Member is the major spon-
sor of the Folk Music Concert.
Tickets for the concert on February
8 will also be sold at Elements, The
Clothing Store, Round Lake Book-
store and at the Charlevoix Circle at
109 Clinton.

EAST JORDAN
Second Saturday

FREE (Families Reaching for
Educational Excellence) 2nd Sat-
urdays. Sponsored by the
Charlevoix County Community
Foundation from February
through June, free 2nd Saturdays
will highlight a different science,
history or art activity each month,
as well as allow families to explore
the hands-on museum and ani-
mals indoors and enjoy the Music
Garden, Jurassic Park Walk,
School House, Tree House and
other outdoor exhibits. Free 2nd
Saturday hours are from noon to
4 pm. Bring the whole family or
make it a special event for parent
and child. There will be fun prob-
lem-solving demos & activities to
fit various ages, abilities and inter-
ests.

EAST JORDAN
Family Fun Carnival

Friday, February 10 from 4:30 -
8pm at the East Jordan Elemen-
tary School. Games, Inflatables,
Cake Walk, Pig Races, Food and
Wheel of Wow! Early Bird Ticket
Sales February 6-8. Purchase 20
tickets for $10 and receive 4 free.
Tickets available through East
Jordan Elementary School Office
from 8am - 4pm or 21st Century
Office (located in the Elementary
School) from 3 - 6pm.

ELLSWORTH
Measureless love

Enjoy a ladies weekend featur-
ing Beth Moore’s DVFD series,
Measureless Love at Ellsworth
High school. Ladies 7th grade and
up are invited to attend Feb. 10, 7-
9pm and Feb. 11, 10am - 2pm.
Admission by donation. Lunch
and childcare provided.

EAST JORDAN
Resale shop giving report

Crossroads Ecumenical Resale
Shop is pleased to share our an-
nual account of giving. We gra-
ciously thank the individuals,
businesses and organizations that
have contributed to the success of
Crossroads over the years.  We
appreciate our volunteers and
donors who make this bright,
clean, well-organized resale shop
one of the best in our area!
Please visit our store to find
unique merchandise, nice cloth-
ing, furniture, books, crafts, and
household items.  Your purchases
become our giving!

2011 Donations:          
Cash given to programs in our

community:           $22,775.00   
Value of merchandise given to

people in need:     $23,357.60
Since opening in 2005:
Cash given to programs in our

community:           $110,175.00
Value of merchandise given to

people in need:     $  97,594.35

EAST JORDAN
Paper Piecing

Feb. 11 at Jordan River Arts
Council, 301 Main St. Instructors
Sylvia Walworth and Marcia
Waara. Still in planning stage. To
sign up and further information Con-
tact Sylvia Walworth, 231-599-3065.
sylwalworth@torchlake.com.

CHARLEVOIX
Backporch coffeehouse

The next Back Porch Coffee-
house will be held on Saturday,
February 11th, 7pm at the
Charlevoix Senior Center Build-
ing. This is a Community Event~
Fun for All Ages! Our featured per-
formers are Cal Manis and the
Groove. Cal is a “musician’s mu-
sician”- a gentleman with a quiet
personality who is well-respected
by other musicians because his
talent on lead guitar amazes. Cal
learned his musical art literally at
the feet of old-style blues musi-
cians. Cal says “if you can play
the blues on the guitar, you can
play anything.” He enjoys sharing
that philosophy with the audience
by playing a variety of favorite and
sure-to-become favorite tunes
from a range of genres from stan-
dards to rock and roll, country to
Southern and Chicago-style
blues. Joining Cal will be Don
Coleson on Bass, Alex Brown on
Drums and Robin Luce on Har-
monica. The featured performers
will share their music from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Following the scheduled
performers, we will have a “circle
jam session”. Suggested dona-
tions for the evening are $5/indi-
vidual, $10/family. All donations
are for the scheduled
performer(s). Light refreshments
are available at no additional
charge. Directions to the
Charlevoix Senior Center: From
US-31 (Bridge St.), turn west on
Carpenter St. (between the Pizza
Hut and Flap Jack Shack). Travel
.7 mile, turn left into parking area,
or turn left on Norwood Road to
park in front of the Senior Center.
The facility is fully accessible.

EAST JORDAN
Benefit Basketball game

Watch the East Jordan Public
Schools Staff take on the East
Jordan Emergency Services Per-
sonnel on February 11, 7pm at the
East Jordan High School Gym.
Proceeds go to the American
Cancer Society - Relay for Life of
Charlevoix County. $5 adults, $3
Students, $15 family. For more in-

formation contact Michelle Reid
231-330-3043 or 231-590-4972

EAST JORDAN
Felting Free for all

Saturday, February 11th, Noon.
Come out to the Martha Wagbo
Farm and Education Center for
our monthly potluck program!
Lunch begins at Noon in the farm-
house. Bring a dish to pass if you
can, but it’s not required. The pro-
gram begins at 1pm with a wool
felting workshop. Fiber artists
Diane Strezlinski, Jennifer Lewis,
and Maria Wesserle will be on
hand to teach needle felting and
wet felting techniques. Learn to
appliqué designs onto clothing,
make three-dimensional objects,
and create sheets of felt fabric.
Free and open to the public. Lo-
cated three miles south of East
Jordan. For more info, contact
Wagbo at 231-536-0333 or
info@wagbo.org.

EAST JORDAN
Swiss Steak dinner

The East Jordan United
Methodist Women are sponsoring
an All you care to eat Swiss Steak
Dinner with home made pies,
Sat., Feb 11, 5-7pm.  The dinner
will be held at the EJ United
Methodist Church, 201 Fourth St.,
East Jordan.  Ticket prices are
$8.00 for adults, $5.00 ages 5-12,
under 5 free.

bOYNE CITY
Blood drive

The next blood drive in the
Boyne area will be held from 12 to
5:45p.m. on Feb. 27 at St.
Matthew’s Parish Hall, 1303
Boyne Ave. To schedule a dona-
tion time or get more information
about giving blood or platelets,
visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-
800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).

EAST JORDAN
Singing valentines

Here’s your chance to do
something special for your Valen-
tine. The barbershop group (The
Harmony Hunters) will be deliver-
ing singing valentines on Tuesday,
February 14. The cost is $25 in
the East Jordan area (Charlevoix,
Boyne City, Ellsworth, Central
Lake, Bellaire). They will negotiate
the cost to more remote locales. A
portion of the proceeds will go to
support the East Jordan Ministe-
rial Association. You can visit
www.singingvalentines.com to
see how the Singing Valentine
works. You can see video of live
deliveries that other groups have
done. Essentially, we will sing 2
songs and deliver a card and a
flower to your sweetheart.

There are different ways that
you can schedule your singing
valentine:

1. Contact Mike Aenis by email
maenis@cah.org or by phone
(231)881-1451.  

2. Call Dick Hartrick at 231-536-
2271.  

3. Harmony Hunters are a regis-
tered provider for singing valentines
on the www.singingvalentines.com
website. They are set up to receive
inquiries that are within 20 miles of
East Jordan. If you are further
away from East Jordan than 20
miles and you want to book this
way, please use the East Jordan
zip code, 49727. That will help
identify our group.

PETOSKEY
Nursing info

North Central Michigan Col-
lege’s nursing faculty will hold in-
formational sessions on
Wednesdays, February 15 and
March 14, at 4:15 p.m. until 5:30
p.m. to explain the process for ad-
mission into the college’s highly
competitive nursing program and
the courses that students must
take prior to entry.

ELLSWORTH
Shiverfest

The Second Annual Ellsworth
Shiverfest on the Breezeway, Fri-
day, February 17 through Sunday,
February 19. Winter? Bring it on!
This quaint northern Michigan
town knows how to keep the fun
alive all winter long. Whether

sledding, snowshoeing or ice fish-
ing outside or staying warm and
toasty inside while tasting
desserts or playing in a Euchre
Tournament, Ellsworth’s Shiver-
fest has something for everyone.
Friday’s events include a Fish Din-
ner at the Gold Nugget Bar and
Grill and the 4th Annual
Ellsworth’s Best Dessert Tasting
and Raffle 6:00-8:00pm at the
Banks Township Hall. Saturday
brings the Free Fishing Weekend
on Ellsworth Area Lakes; Card-
board Sled Races, 11:00am at
Ellsworth Community Park; the
Breezeway Snowmobile Ride Inn
from 12-4pm; the Shiverfest Ben-
efit Snowshoe Challenge 1 mile or
5k, 1:00 at House on the Hill Bed
& Breakfast; and a Cabin Fever
Reliever Euchre Tournament,
7:00pm at Banks Township Hall.
Sunday winds up the weekend
with the Free Fishing Weekend
and a Snowmobile “FUN-RUN.”
For information see Ellsworth
Shiverfest on Facebook or Alana
Haley 231-360-0676.

bOYNE CITY
Paint the Town Red

The annual Boyne City Booster
Foundation’s Paint the Town Red
night will be held on February 25
at the Boyne Mountain Resort’s
Civic Center from 6:30 to mid-
night. It will feature live and silent
auctions, a light dinner and cash
bar, and entertainment by “Soul
Street”, a five piece Detroit-based
Motown band. Proceeds from this
community event will provide
funding for programs and activi-
ties in the Arts, Athletics and Aca-
demics for students of Boyne City
Public Schools. Tickets for this
event are $50 per person. They
can be purchased at Local Flavor
and from members of the Paint
the Town Red committee.

CHARLEVOIX
Shootout at the oK Corral

Join the Charlevoix Area Hu-
mane Society at 6pm Saturday,
March 3 at the Weathervane
restaurant for Shootout at the OK
Corral. The fund-raiser will be a
gunsmoking good time with dinner
starting at 7pm. Help us figure out
who dunnit and have a great meal
with good friends at the same
time. Tickets are $75 per person,
available at the Humane Society
and the chamber offices in Boyne
City and Charlevoix. For more in-
formation, call Jodie Adams at
231-582-6774

bOYNE CITY
Parking restricted

The Boyne City Police Depart-
ment and Department of Public
Works would like to remind vehi-
cle owners that parking on the
streets is restricted during the win-
ter months. There is no parking on
the city streets between 2am and
6am. This is to allow the street
crews to plow and get all the snow
removed from the streets. Parking
is available in the municipal lots
through town. Vehicles left parked
on the streets overnight, can be
ticketed and/or towed at the vehi-
cle owner’s expense. If you have
any questions about where you
can park, please call the Police
Department at (231)582-6611.

EAST JORDAN
Artist Gathering

Artist Gathering will continue
during the winter each Wednes-
day thru March 14. They will meet
at the Jordan River Art Center in
the lower gallery. Fresh flowers
will be provided each week. All
artist wishing to be together to
participate art are welcome. There
is no fee or pre-registration. On
occasion mini-lessons may be
presented be someone attending.
Some videos may be shared. The
JRAC art library is available for
use. When the East Jordan
School is closed so is the art cen-
ter. It should be noted that the
summer plein aire scheduled has
already been planned. For further
information contact Karen Kim-
mell, 231-582-0683, kakim-
mell@gmail.com or Nancy Carey
2 3 1 - 5 3 6 - 7 9 1 2 ,
ncarey@charter.net.

bOYNE CITY
BAC Moves (temporarily)

Boyne Arts Collective (BAC)
Gallery at 210 S Lake Street in
Boyne City has been temporarily
relocated to the Boyne Mountain’s
“Made in Michigan” Shop for Jan-
uary, February, and March. The
Shop is located on the second
level of the building across from
the Lift Ticket Counter on Village
Lane. Made in Michigan Shop is
open Sunday - Tuesday 12 - 5pm
and Wednesday - Saturday 12 - 8
PM. Every Friday and Saturday
from 5 - 7pm there is Beer and
Wine Tasting at the shop. BAC
artists will demonstrate a variety
of art techniques every weekend
at the Made in Michigan Shop on
Friday and Saturday from 2 - 6pm
and on Sundays from Noon -
4PM.
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Women’s Center receives commu-
nity awareness project funding

The Women’s Resource Center of   Northern

Michigan (WRC) has received funding to pro-

mote community awareness of  crime victims’

rights and services during 2012 National

Crime Victims’ Rights Week.  The funding is

from the National Association of  VOCA Assis-

tance Administrators (NAVAA) through a

grant from the Office for Victims of  Crime

(OVC), within the Office of  Justice Programs,

U.S. Department of  Justice. 

The week of  April 22 – 28, 2012, is National

Crime Victims’ Rights Week (NCVRW).  This

annual observance, first designated by Presi-

dent Ronald Reagan in 1981, seeks to increase

general public awareness of, and knowledge

about the wide range of  rights and services

available to people who have been victimized

by crime.  The theme for 2012 National Crime

Victims’ Rights Week is “Extending the Vision:

Reaching Every Victim.” 

Since 2004, the NCVRW Community Aware-

ness Project has provided financial and techni-

cal assistance to 530 communities. OVC also

promotes National Crime Victims’ Rights

Week by sponsoring a Resource Guide that

contains educational content, campaign mate-

rials, artwork, and public service announce-

ments to increase general public

understanding of  crime victims’ rights and

concerns and to educate crime victims and

survivors about available resources.

NCVRW Community Awareness Project

funding supports community collaboration on

victim and public awareness activities and in-

novative approaches to victim outreach and

public education about victims’ rights and

services during National Crime Victims’

Rights Week and throughout the year.  The

WRC was one of  the 82 projects recommended

by the National Association of  VOCA Assis-

tance Administrators and selected for funding

by OVC for 2012 from the 146 applications that

were submitted nationwide. 

According to Joye Frost, Acting Director of

OVC, the Community Awareness Project helps

generate widespread public awareness of

crime victims’ rights and needs, and the im-

portance of  engaging all Americans in victim

assistance efforts.

“Recent studies show that too many crime

victims and survivors do not avail themselves

of  the many services in our communities that

can help them through very devastating expe-

riences. National Crime Victims’ Rights Week

is our opportunity to support public awareness

of  crime victims’ rights and the critical, often

life-saving, services provided by thousands of

programs across our Nation to help crime vic-

tims,” Frost said. 

According to Jan Mancinelli, Executive Di-

rector of  the WRC, the Community Awareness

Project that will be sponsored in the agency’s

5-county service area of  Antrim, Charlevoix,

Cheboygan, Emmet and Otsego counties will

reach out to local residents and provide infor-

mation regarding crime victims’ rights and

services in partnership with county Prosecu-

tor’s offices and their Crime Victim Rights Ad-

vocates.

“The support from NAVAA and OVC for our

2012 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week ac-

tivities will help us help crime victims,”

Mancinelli said.  

For additional information about 2012 Na-

tional Crime Victims’ Rights Week activities

or about victims’ rights and services in north-

ern Lower Michigan, contact the WRC at 231-

347-0067, or visit their website at wrcnm.org.

For information about national efforts to pro-

mote 2012 National Crime Victims’ Rights

Week, visit the Office for Victims of  Crime

Web site at http://www.ovc.gov. 

The National Association of  VOCA Assis-

tance Administrators is a non-profit organiza-

tion that represents the 56 state agencies that

distribute funds from the Victims of  Crime

Act (VOCA) to more than 4,000 direct victim

assistance service providers.  All of  the funds

for VOCA programs come from criminal fines

and other penalties paid by federal criminal of-

fenders and not from taxpayer dollar

If  you are eligible for or

currently enrolled in HIP

Michigan, you may be eligi-

ble for a refund of  part of

your monthly premium

under a new Northern

Health Plan program admin-

istered by the Health Depart-

ment of  Northwest

Michigan.

The Health Insurance Pro-

gram for Michigan–or HIP–is

part of  the Affordable Care

Act signed into law in 2010. It

provides affordable, high

quality health coverage to

Michigan residents who have

been uninsured for six

months and have an eligible

pre-existing condition. 

Under the Support Pro-

gram administered by the

Health Department, qualify-

ing individuals will be reim-

bursed one-third of  the

money they pay for HIP

Michigan Insurance.  For ex-

ample, a 44 year old paying

HIP Michigan premiums of

$296 per month for insurance

would get $98.67 back each

month if  they qualify for the

program administered by the

Health Department.

“We’re pleased to offer re-

funds to HIP Michigan en-

rollees,” said Bruce Miller,

Executive Director for the

Northern Health Plan, which

serves an eight-county re-

gion across the tip of  the

mitt.   “Affordability is the

number one issue for income

families seeking health in-

surance. This program can

help.”

It’s easy for HIP Michigan

enrollees to get their refunds,

according to Valeri Ramage,

the local Coordinator of  the

Northern Health Plan.

“First enroll in HIP Michi-

gan and pay your first pre-

mium.  Then bring your

receipt to the Health Depart-

ment along with documenta-

tion of  your income.  If  you

qualify, we will cut you a

check for your refund.”  

To see if  you qualify for

partial reimbursement of

your HIP premium, call Va-

leri Ramage at 231-547-7665

during regular business

hours.  For more information

about HIP Michigan, call 877-

459-3113 or visit www.hip-

michigan.org. 

Health Insurance Program for Michigan enrollees:
contact the Health Department for premium refund

By donna Brown

It is very essential that we follow a

good diet with some light exercise. Exer-

cise is very much beneficial to possess

good health. People in order to gain ma-

terial success forget their health. If  you

do not want to live in a land surrounded

with medicine and illness, then you

need to maintain your own health.

Whenever we suggest our kith and kin

to follow some good exercise in order to

gain good health, they tend to neglect it

with long list of  excuses. And the very

first excuse in the list is lack of  time.

Time factor is the major reason, where

people curtail their necessity and run

after material benefits. I have always be-

lieved that once you’re physically fit, it

is very easy to reach your goals. Some

light and simple exercises will help you

to maintain good health. You may follow

the rule of  cardiovascular fitness that is

very much essential in having good

health. People often get confuse when

they assume cardio exercise as some

heavy exercise which requires heavy ef-

forts. Cardiovascular fitness is one part

of  cardiovascular exercise. 

There is no need to get confused be-

tween both the terms. Cardiovascular

fitness is usually termed as the effi-

ciency of  your circulatory system and

heart with respect to the intake of  oxy-

gen and transmitting it to all organs of

your body. As we all know that the car-

diovascular system and respiratory sys-

tem of  our body comprises of  blood

vessels, heart, lungs, and blood stream.

Cardiovascular system supplies nutri-

tion and oxygen to your tissues. Cardio-

vascular systems also help in flushing

out all waste products from the body.

For our body to maintain normal me-

tabolism, it has to intake oxygen in the

blood stream. The oxygen is taken in by

lungs and then pump- up by the heart to

all organs and tissues. Thus, it is essen-

tial for our body to intake sufficient

amount of  oxygen. Cardiovascular fit-

ness is a simple method to stay fit and

provide ample amount of  oxygen to all

organs of  the body. Certain activities

those are included in cardiovascular fit-

ness walking, jogging, aerobics and

skipping. 

Cardiovascular fitness should possess

certain properties like; they should last

for a time span of  twenty minutes. It

should be moderate and practiced regu-

larly. Walking is considered as, one of

the best cardiovascular fitness. Walking

early morning has proved beneficial for

the improving the heart functions. It is

more admired by people suffering obe-

sity as, it effortlessly reduces the

weight. Walking faster improves the

blood circulation system of  the body, as

well as it helps in proper breathing. You

can control the level of  blood pressure

and cholesterol with regular walking

exercise. Cardiovascular fitness is gen-

erally very useful in maintaining good

health. You can definitely possess good

health, but it is necessary to maintain

the consistency in health. 

Donna Brown is a health researcher

in health and fitness. She writes about

nutritious food, dental care to fit

healthy. Get more information about

Cardiovascular system, Cardiovascular

exercises, Cardiovascular fitness and

early symptoms of  diabetes on

www.medicine2life.com.

Long Walks are Beneficial
for Cardiovascular fitness
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Great Food • Great Prices • Great People

530 MAPLE STREET
EAST JORDAN, MI

OPEN MONDAY–SATURDAY 8AM – 9PM, SUNDAY 8AM – 8PMMI-WIC
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on any purchase
over $20.00*

Ambassador of the Year
darrin Podskalny

Spirit Award
Mi Farm Market

Renaissance Award 
East Jordan Health Center

Business of the Year
Charlevoix State Bank

Citizen of the Year
dr. John Kempton

East Jordan Annual Chamber Dinner
and Awards Banquet held at Castle farms

By Jim Akans

Castle Farms was bustling with excitement last Saturday evening, January 28th, as over

200 people gathered for the East Jordan Chamber of  Commerce Annual Dinner Meeting and

Awards Banquet.  Evening festivities included a delicious dinner prepared by The Blue Peli-

can Inn located in Central Lake, live and silent auctions, and the presentation of  this year’s

community awards. 

The 2012 Ambassador of the year Award was presented to darrin Podskalny, shown here with
east Jordan Chamber representative Tammy Jackson (at left), and House district 105 Represen-
tative Greg MacMaster and east Jordan Chamber director Mary Faculak (at right).  

Members of the Mi Farm Market (from left) Patricia Bruce, Satin Sutherland, Ray Bruce and Scotty
Bruce received the 2012 east Jordan Chamber’s Spirit Award at last Saturday’s event.

The live auction was led by Scott McKenzie, shown here with Heather Jackson (east Jordan City
Treasurer) helping to promote one of the auction items; a chance to become a Celebrity Bartender
for a night (plus dinner for four) at Murray’s in east Jordan.

dan McKinnon (executive director of east Jordan Health Center) receives the
2012 Renaissance Award for the east Jordan Health Center.

Charlevoix State Bank was named the 2012 Business of the year by the east
Jordan Chamber. Pictured from left; Mike Hinkle (President of Charlevoix State
Bank), Greg MacMaster, Tammy Jackson, dave Atkins (vice President
Charlevoix State Bank), Mary Faculak, and Richard Hodgson (former Chair-
man of the Board, Charlevoix State Bank).  

The final award of the evening, the 2012 Citizen of the year, went to dr. John
Kempton (center).  Mark Penzien, the 2011 Citizen of the year award recipient,
stands at dr. Kempton’s left.

The 2012 East Jordan Chamber of Com-

merce community award winners were;

PHoToS By dAve BARAGRey


